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1. Let's start!

• If you come to the dormitory in the evening or at the weekend, you have 
to pay for an additional night (circa 30zł) IN CASH! (only Polish złoty is 
accepted).
• There is linen available in the dormitories.
• KEEP IN MIND that Sosnowiec and Katowice are separate cities!
• The University of Silesia encompasses twelve faculties and a number of 
units located in four cities of Upper Silesia – Katowice, Chorzów, 
Sosnowiec and Cieszyn. Remember about it while choosing the dormitory.
•  Here is the link to the location of the university buidlings: 
       http://english.us.edu.pl/location 

1.2 LEGALIZATION OF YOUR STAY

• EUROPEAN UNION CITIZENS go to VOIVODESHIP OFFICE
You have to legalize your stay ONLY IF you’re going to stay in Poland
without crossing borders for longer than 90 days. It means that if you
e.g. stay in Poland for a month, then visit Prague, then come back to
Poland, after a month you visit Vienna, then come back to Poland -YOU
DON’T HAVE TO LEGALIZE YOUR STAY

• Remember to fill in the documents IN POLISH (you can ask your
Buddy for help with that).

1.1 DORMITORY 



1.3 WHAT TO BRING TO POLAND??

- ID Card/Passport
- European health insurance card or other insurance - thanks to the

card you can visit a doctor for free in case you get ill.
- Four formal photos in full-frontal position (3,5cmx4,5cm; the same

photos as in the e-pass system). They will be used e.g. in your student
card.

- *optional: Confirmation of Arrival/Departure document from your
university, if you got one (the Erasmus Office staff is going to sign it). If
you hadn’t got it from your university, you will receive it when visiting
the Erasmus Office as soon as possible after your arrival.

- Unfortunately, there is no wireless Internet connection in the dormitories,
so you should bring an Internet cable with you.

- Dishes (plates, bowls, mugs, cutlery, pots etc.) are not available in the
dormitories and you  can either bring them  with you or buy them in
(e.g. in Ikea or Galeria Katowicka)

- A flag of your country - there is going to be a Flag Party at the
beginning of the semester, so it's good to have one! :)

- It’s a good idea to have some Polish currency (złoty) in cash already on
the day of your arrival



1.4 The ESNcard 

The ESNcard is an official membership card of our organization, which 
means that if you purchase it, you get access to all discounts offered by ESN 
partners in Katowice, Poland and all over Europe.
Expect more details on your mailbox soon. 

You can order your ESNcard here after you get the polish student card. 
Here is the link:  esncard.org . 
If you have any questions, contact us here: card.uskatowice@esn.pl

*ESNcard is for sale only to: international students, Buddies from the
University of Silesia and ESN members

We have a new partnership! 
On January 3rd, 2018 we established a partnership 
with one of the best clubs in Katowice - Spiż! 
Thanks to that, with a valid ESNcard you can get:  

• free entrance to Spiż on Wednesdays and 
Thursdays

• one Spiż beer for free on Fridays and 
Saturdays !

Address: Opolska 22 Street, Katowice
                 http://katowice.spiz.pl/



2. How to get to the dormitory?

2.1. How to get from the Katowice Airport to the centre of the city 

 There are buses departing from the airport to the centre of the city (railway station). You can 
find the timetable here: https://www.katowice-airport.com/en/passenger/access# (click on “by 
bus” button, then “from the airport” button, choose Katowice and click on the green arrow)  

You can also go by taxi, which is a more expensive option: 
http://echotaxi.com.pl/rezerwacjeEN.php  

Check the prices here: http://echotaxi.com.pl/cennikEN.php . You should book the taxi 12 
hours before the planned arrival.  

Important words in Polish:  

lotnisko - airport  

dworzec PKP - railway station 

https://www.katowice-airport.com/en/passenger/access
http://echotaxi.com.pl/rezerwacjeEN.php
http://echotaxi.com.pl/cennikEN.php


2.2. How to get  to the dormitory in Sosnowiec from the centre of Katowice  

No matter that Sosnowiec is, in fact, another city, you will spend only about 30-40 minutes to 

get to your dormitory. 

1. Our proposition is to choose a bus stop called Piotra Skargi which is situated near
the shopping mall Supersam (Skargi Street, 6). Your destination is Pogoń
Akademiki bus stop in Sosnowiec. You can buy bus tickets inside this shopping
mall (Ruch kiosk).

2. You can choose one of the following bus lines from Piotra Skargi stop: 40, 805 or
807.

 Take the line 40 in the direction of Będzin Kościuszki and you need to get off at the Pogoń 
Akademiki (approx. 11 stops from Piotra Skargi). 

Take the line 805 in the direction of Sosnowiec Szpital Wojewódzki and get off at the Pogoń 
Akademiki (approx. 18 stops from Piotra Skargi).  

Take the line 807 in the direction of Tworzeń Huta Katowice and get off at the (guess which 
stop!?) Pogoń Akademiki (approx. 6 stops from Piotra Skargi). It’s the fastest line :)  

3. It is about 4 minutes by foot from Pogoń Akademiki stop to the dormitory itself.



Dormitories (Dom Studenta) no. 2 and no. 3 are situated on Sucha Street 7a and Sucha 
Street 7b (accordingly). 

Dormitories (Dom Studenta) no. 4 and no. 5 are situated nearby on Lwowska Street 2 and 
Lwowska Street 8 (accordingly). 

For more information check here: http://rozklady.kzkgop.pl/index.php and here 
https://jakdojade.pl/gop/trasa/ .  

2.3. How to get to the dormitory in Ligota from the centre of Katowice 

It’s a good idea to choose a shopping mall „Galeria Katowicka” as your starting point. It is 

situated right in the centre (address: 3 Maja Street, 30). 

By bus your trip will take about 25-40 minutes (it depends on the traffic jams). 

For courageous people there is an opportunity to walk for 1,5 hour by foot. ;) 

If you choose a bus, then: 

1. Find „Galeria Katowicka” (the same building as the railway station).

http://rozklady.kzkgop.pl/index.php
http://rozklady.kzkgop.pl/index.php
https://jakdojade.pl/gop/trasa/


2. In the underground, under the railway station, you can find a bus station called
„Dworzec”. There you can buy a ticket in a machine.

You need the line 12 on the bay 3. 

Attention: you should take a bus whose direction is Ligota Akademiki (NOT Katowice 
Mickiewicza). 

 You can check a schedule in advance here: 
http://rozklady.kzkgop.pl/index.php?co=rozklady&submenu=tabliczka&nr_linii=12&nr_przy 
st=21&id_trasy=19733  

http://rozklady.kzkgop.pl/index.php?co=rozklady&submenu=tabliczka&nr_linii=12&nr_przyst=21&id_trasy=19733
http://rozklady.kzkgop.pl/index.php?co=rozklady&submenu=tabliczka&nr_linii=12&nr_przyst=21&id_trasy=19733


One more useful service for you is the application: https://jakdojade.pl/gop/trasa/ . 

3. There are 20 stops between Dworzec and Ligota Akademiki. Great opportunity to
listen to music, read a book or communicate with your colleagues!

https://jakdojade.pl/gop/trasa/
https://jakdojade.pl/gop/trasa/


3. Katowice and Sosnowiec in a nutshell

Centre of Katowice 

Sosnowiec



Katowice - city centre - Sosnowiec 



4. What do I have to do in Katowice? Step by step

❏ check in to the dormitory (be prepared to use the Google translator or ask your Buddy
for help - the receptionists do not speak English)

❏ attend the Orientation Week organised by the Erasmus Office
❏ visit the Erasmus Office (don’t forget your documents and check if the office is

opened in advance! It is always closed on the Orientation Day)
❏ attend the Orientation Week by ESN UŚ ;)
❏ meet your Buddy! :)
❏ go to the dean’s office of your faculty (take the photos and documents with you) It’s

very important! You will not get the student card (= you will not have a discount for
bus tickets) unless you visit the dean’s office!

❏ pay for your student card/index book (either by money transfer online or via the post) -
you can find your individual bank account number in the e-pass system AFTER you
visit the dean’s office

❏ go to the dean’s office to pick up your student card and index book (max 2 weeks after
the payment)

❏ legalize your stay in the City Hall/the Silesian Voivodeship Office.* It’s a good idea to
ask your Buddy for help :)

❏ enjoy your Erasmus! :D
*people from European countries are obliged to legalize their stay in the Voivedeship Office
as soon as possible after the arrival. People from non-European countries are obliged to
legalize their stay in the City Hall as soon as possible after the arrival.



5. Five top attractions in Katowice & Bucket list

1. Spodek - (meaning ‘saucer’ in Polish) is a multipurpose arena complex in Katowice. It is
one of the most famous venues in Poland. Thousands of events including sport matches and
concerts (including e.g. Deep Purple or T.Love) have been organised here.

2. Mariacka Street – a popular student street in Katowice. Full of amazing pubs, café s and
restaurants. It's an obligatory point for students and international guests before going to a
party.

3. Trzy Stawy  - (Three Ponds Valley) is a large park in the southern part of the city. The
name comes from the three large ponds located in the area of the park.

4. Nikiszowiec - a historical district of Katowice. The settlement was built for coal miners
working in Giesche mine between 1908 and 1918.

5. Strefa Kultury – the place where you can find: the Polish National Radio Symphony
Orchestra concert hall (NOSPR), the new branch of the Silesian Museum (Muzeum Śląskie)
and the Congress Centre (Centrum Kongresowe). These buildings have won several
prestigious prizes for their unique architectonic style, they are certainly worth visiting!

Bucket list   

o Visit Nikiszowiec  - take the best insight into the history of Silesia in 19th and 20th
century, industrial architecture and drink a coffee or eat a traditional silesian dish at Cafe
Byfyj

Nikiszowiec, Katowice 

o Concert in NOSPR - for all music freaks: you can't miss a concert in the Polish
National Radio Symphony Orchestra concert hall!

plac Wojciecha Kilara 1, Katowice *  http://www.nospr.org.pl/pl/ 

o Go to one of music festivals in Katowice:

o Off festival in August

o Tauron Nowa Muzyka

o Go to the Silesian Museum - immerse yourself in the culture and history of Silesia and

take a look at the newly adapted post-industrial buildings. 



All descriptions are available in Polish, German and English. 

ul. T. Dobrowolskiego 1 , Katowice  *  www.muzeumslaskie.pl 

o Visit Spodek and go to a concert, disco on ice or any other event taking place in the
‘Saucer’!

o Silesian Park - with a wide range of facilities like planetarium, newly renovated
amusement park or ZOO it surely is worth visiting on sunny days.

Aleja Różana 2, Chorzów  *  http://www.en.parkslaski.pl/kontakt.html 

o Kościuszko Park - this charming park is located in the centre of Katowice. Nice spot
for jogging in the morning, for a stroll or picnic with friends.

Park Kościuszki, Katowice 

o Discover street art murals in Katowice - A trip on the murals’ trail is an alternative way to

see the city and its hidden treasures.  

http://katowicestreetartfestival.pl/mapa/ 

o Eat Ice Burgers in 'Istne Lody Rzemieślnicze' (available only during the winter)

ul. Mariacka Tylna 7, Katowice 

o Taste diverse types of beer at Browariat

ul. Francuska 11, Katowice  *  http://www.browariat.com/ 

o Let's Jump in Jump City - the biggest trampoline park in Silesia!

o Hang out in Mariacka Street! :D

ul. Tadeusza Kościuszki  *  http://katowice.jumpcity.pl/ 

http://www.muzeumslaskie.pl/en/contact.php
http://www.muzeumslaskie.pl/en/contact.php
http://katowicestreetartfestival.pl/mapa/
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Ko%C5%9Bciuszki+227,+Katowice,+Polska/@50.225032,18.9867852,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x4716cee966d7b9c1:0x7307b9b9b712cb9c!8m2!3d50.225032!4d18.9889792?hl=pl


6. What not to do in Poland?

Never cross the road at the red light – 

 if the police spot you, they can fine you for 
that! 

The same goes for drinking alcohol in 
public. It's forbidden to drink publicly in 
Poland. 

When using the public transport, 
remember to validate the ticket! 

There are several ticket inspectors that may 
check it on the tram/on the bus.  

Remember that you are only allowed to get a 
discount with the Polish student card!  

Buy a normal ticket unless you get the card 
at the Dean's Office of your university.  



Don't come late for classes 

If you come to the class later than 15 minutes after the start, the 
teacher may ask you to leave the classroom.  



7. I have a question! List of important contacts

You will probably find yourself a bit lost upon arrival and during the first days in Poland. 
Here is a list of e-mail addresses you can contact if you have any questions. 

I want to ask about.... 

a) e-pass system, documents concerning my Erasmus stay in Poland - contact the Erasmus
Office

e-mail address: erasmus@us.edu.pl

b) changing the room/the dormitory - contact the manager of the given dormitory direct

c) my schedule, classes, transcript of records, ECTS points - contact your Erasmus
Departamental Coordinator

e-mail address: you can find a list of coordinators on the Erasmus Office website. Find your
departament - the e-mail address of your coordinator is there:
http://erasmus.us.edu.pl/incoming-students

d) the Buddy Programme - contact the Buddy Programme Coordinator

e-mail address: buddy.uskatowice@esn.pl

e) trips/parties organised by ESN UŚ - contact ESN UŚ

via fanpage: https://goo.gl/ugqGhb 

or e-mail: uskatowice@esn.pl 

f) I need help with: getting to the dormitory/legalizing my stay/Polish translation/I want to
know good places to party in Katowice - ask your Buddy! :D

g) other information concerning accommodation, cost of living, a guide for incoming
students, health insurance, legalization of stay, organisation of the academic year, Orientation
Week by the Erasmus Office, Polish language courses, travel links can be found on the
Erasmus Office website: http://erasmus.us.edu.pl/incoming-students

mailto:erasmus@us.edu.pl
https://goo.gl/ugqGhb
http://erasmus.us.edu.pl/accommodation
http://erasmus.us.edu.pl/guide-incoming-students
http://erasmus.us.edu.pl/guide-incoming-students
http://erasmus.us.edu.pl/health-insurance


8. How to make a good impression? ;)

Most of the Poles think that the Polish language is the most difficult on Earth. 

Try to learn a few Polish phrases to impress them! 

Pocket dictionary for you: 

English Polish pronounciation 
Hello Cześć cheshch 

Good morning Dzień dobry jean-dough-bree 
Good evening Dobry wieczór DOH-brih VEE-etch-OO-r 

Good night Dobranoc doh-BRAH-nots 
Cheers / Bless you! Na zdrowie! nah zdroh-vee-eh 
Enjoy your meal! Smacznego! smach-neh-go 

Please Proszę prosh-eh 
How're you? Jak się masz? yah-k sheh mahsh 

Fine Dobrze doh-bshe 
Thank you Dziękuję jen KOO yeh 
I'm sorry Przepraszam psheh-prasham 

Yes Tak t-ah-k
No Nie nee-eh 

I love you Kocham Cię ko-ham cheh 
I don't understand Nie rozumiem nee-eh roh-zoo-mee-em 
You're beautiful Jesteś piękna yestesh peenkna 
You're handsome Jesteś przystojny yestesh pshystoini 

Beer Piwo pee-voh 
Wine Wino vee-noh 
Vodka Wódka vood-kah 



9. What should I know about Poland?

Watch out, on these days of public holidays shops are closed!  

1.11.2017 (Wednesday) - All Saints’ Day 

11.11.2017 (Saturday) - National 
Independence Day 

25.12.2017 (Monday) – the first day of 
Christmas  

26.12.2017 (Tuesday) – the second day of 
Christmas  

01.01.2018 (Monday) - New Year’s Day 

06.01.2018 (Saturday) – Epiphany (Three 
Kings’ Day)  

1.04.2018 (Sunday) – Easter Sunday 

2.04.2018 (Monday) – Wet Monday 

01.05.2018 (Tuesday) – Labour Day  

03.05.2018 (Thursday) – Constitution Day 

20.05.2018 (Sunday) - Pentecost Sunday  

31.05.2018 (Thursday) - Corpus Christi 

15.08.2018 (Wednesday) – Assumption of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary  

Other celebrations:  

8.02 – Fat Thursday -> this is a day on which, according to 

the tradition, everyone eats donuts (pączki)  

08.03 – Women’s Day 

10.03 – Men’s Day
 01.04 – Fool’s Day (Prima Aprilis) -> the day of making jokes and pranks, 
watch out... 06.12 – St. Nicholas’ Day 



***  

We can’t wait to meet you in person! 

See you in Poland ;)  

ESN UŚ Crew 
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http://www.uskatowice.esn.pl/
https://goo.gl/ugqGhb
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